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INTERNATIONAL AWARD CEREMONY

The Energy Neighborhood project started in October 2007 with the aim of 
training and involving the citizens in the optimal use of energy. Everybody 
knows that is good for environment to save energy, but sometimes we 
lack of motivation or information that would actually enable us to act more 
energy efficient.
Thanks to the competition between citizens of saving at least 8% of energy 
in their houses, citizens were provided at the one hand with energy saving 
tips, training and advices and on the other hand have been motivated to 
actually change their energy use habits in order to win the competition.  
Cities, citizens and the project partners worked together in order to enable 
all participating households to save as much energy as possible in a time-
frame of 6 months. 
Besides of saving energy costs and getting active for climate protection 
another incentive for the Energy Neighborhoods was to win the prize as the 
neighborhood with the highest savings in Europe. 
For that, a prize-event the International Award Ceremony: Energy Neigh-
bourhood project was organized in Brussels at the Permanent Represen-
tation of Sweden to the European Union. More than 100 participants from 
the best Energy Neighborhoods from each country participated and were 
honored for their achievements.  The three best Energy Neighborhoods 
from Sweden, Belgium and Bulgaria received a special certificate. 
The Fundación Comunidad Valenciana-Región Europea coordinated the 
event, giving the opportunity to participants to present their initiatives and 
methods used during the project to reduce energy consumption at housing 
level.
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Gloucestershire (United Kingdom)
The national ceremony was held at Randwick Village Hall, Glouces-
tershire.  We had 71 people attend from 6 of the 8 teams that com-
pleted the bet.  The winning team was the Wotton Energy Watch 
and each household received a hamper of fair-trade products from 
the Stroud Member for Parliament, David Drew.

Rhône Alpes (France)
The local award took place in the village of Les Gets; around 150 
participants were present throughout the day. The 23 groups were 
represented. The winner group is “De Lornay l’énergie positive” 
from Lornay. The trip to Brussels was offered to 6 persons from the 
groups and a visit to an ecological park was offered to groups that 
have saved 8% and more. All the participants received a selective 
bag.

Ribera County (Spain)
The National Award Ceremony took place in l’Alcúdia on 24th June 
2009. Five groups from the municipalities involved participated in 
the Ceremony. A total of 30 persons attended the ceremony. All 
hoods received a certificate that proved their participation in the bet. 
The winning group was awarded also with a device to turn off the 
stand by automatically.

Kalmar, Karlskrona and Oskarham (Sweden)
The national prize ceremonies in Karlskrona, Oskarshamn and Kal-
mar were followed by a lecture about each contribution to fight the 
climate change. The winning hood was Team Ahlgren, who won the 
trip to Brussels and also a boat trip in the archipelago. All together 
approx 70 people attended the national ceremonies. 

North Rhine-Westphalia (Germany)
Three Award Ceremonies took place in Wuppertal, Münster and 
Düsseldorf. Each city presented their local winning teams with pri-
ces and certificates.  As all neighborhoods from Germany managed 
to save 8% or more in six months all participants could be awarded 
for winning the bet with their city. The local price ceremonies were 
rounded up with music, social get together and a buffet.

PREVIOUS STEPS: NATIONAL AWARDS CEREMONY
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Flanders (Belgium)
In Flanders there were 460 neighbourhoods, good for 4800 partici-
pating families. The winning group was a neighbourhood from the 
small town Temse, called Velle. It consisted out of several household 
who were family of each other. They saved up to 37%.

Tipperary (Ireland)
Over 70 people attended the awards in three towns; Cahir, Tippe-
rary Town and Thurles. Saint Ailbhe’s Secondary School (Tipperary 
Town) won the competition and saved the most energy. They re-
ceived euro 500 and have had monitoring equipment fitted to the 
school for future energy saving.

Modena (Italy)
There were 3 local prize events organised, one in each winning 
municipality. In two cases prizes were included inside other public 
events in order to give them a larger resonance: in all more than two 
hundred people participated to the local events. In the Municipality 
of Castelnuovo Rangone the prize event was organised during the 
two-week “Fiera di Maggio”, the annual spring fair, while in the Mu-
nicipality of Formigine the event was organised together with other 
activities on the 5th and 6th of June, in occasion of the World Envi-
ronment Day. In Mirandola the local prize event was held on the 29th 
of May in front of the audience of participating families and curious 
citizens.
The overall best regional performance in terms of energy saving per-
centage was scored by the “Mirandola Gruppo 2” with 22, 86%. 
The winning groups were awarded with useful prizes such as: 150€ 
voucher to be spent in A+ class domestic new appliances, smart 
meters to monitor the domestic electric consumption, a choice of 
books inherent the issues of climate change.  

Plovdiv (Bulgaria)
The Bulgarian National Award ceremony took place on the 2nd of 
October 2009 in the Meeting hall of the Union of Scientists in Bulga-
ria in Plovdiv. Families from the Energy Neighbourhoods and Energy 
Masters plus other interested in the extension of the project citizens 
participated in the event – in total 35 households’ representatives. 
The winners – Energy Neighbourhood “Zagorka” received vouchers 
for the Brussels trip and all the others received vouchers for energy 
monitoring equipment.
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The Award Ceremony was organized thinking of citi-
zens who were the main protagonists of the event.  
The Ceremony was organized by the Fundación Comu-
nidad Valenciana-Región Europea and hosted by the 
Permanent Representation of Sweden to the European 
Union. 
The agenda of the ceremony included an opening ses-
sion with Mrs Anette Nyström, the Energy Counsellor 
of the Permanent Representation. Then, a series of 
speeches were given by the Director General of Valen-
cian Regional office in Brussels, Mr. Juan Manuel Re-
vuelta, the Head of Unit of the Energy Efficiency Unit 

From left to right: Ms. Anke Merziger, Mr. Fernando Lasheras, Mr. Frédéric Boyer, Mr. Juan Manuel Revuelta 
and Mr. Vincent Berrutto

of the EACY, Mr. Vincent Berrutto, 
a representative of the Covenant of 
Mayors Office, Mr. Frédéric Boyer, 
the Director of the Spanish Electric 
Company, Iberdrola, Mr. Fernando 
Lasheras, and the project coordi-
nator, Ms. Anke Merziger. During 
this first part, the energy efficient 
and change of behaviour was 
highlighted as a fundamental tool to 
reduce CO2 emissions, therefore to 
contribute to 20-20-20 targets.  
Afterwards, each winner group at 
national level presented their results 
and explained their experience in 
the activities of the project, stres-
sing tips used and threats faced 
during the competition.
The most expected part was when 
the three best savers (Sweden, 
Belgium and Bulgaria) at European 
level were awarded among the 9 
participating Energy groups. All 
Energy Neighbourhoods received 
a certificate as a prize recognizing 
their participation in the project.

DESCRIPTION OF PROGRAMME DURING 
THE CEREMONY
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SWEDEN: 1st winner

The winning Energy Neighbourho-
od of Sweden and also in Europe 
is from Karlskrona, in the southeast 
corner of Sweden, by the coast. 
Team Ahlgren reduced their energy 
consumption by 37 % with a han-
dpicked team. It all started when 
Madeleine Ahlgren, working as a 
dietician at the municipality of Karl-
skrona found the invitation to take 
part of the challenge of Energy 
Neighborhoods. 
“I have always been interested in en-
vironmental question and I thought 
this could be a fun challenge to be 
involved in a concrete energy sa-
ving project “says Madeleine. 
They calculated the savings would 
be at least 20 € already the first year 
by using the more energy efficient 
lighting. Another family of Team 
Ahlgren with two children decided 
to put a timer on 1 hour for the TV, 
and after 1 hour turn the TV off. 

Presentation of the winner.

After spending half a year saving energy the members 
of Team Ahlgren became local celebrities, participating 
in the local radio and sharing the experiences. Team 
Ahlgren won the Swedish challenge in hard competition 
and ended up as winners in Europe. 

The energy saving tips from Team Ahlgren:
• Charge the cell phone during daytime. When battery 
is fully charged remove the charger from the plug.
• Check out the energy consumption of the electrical 
equipment before buying them. Cheap stuff can beco-
me expansive to use. 
• Look at TV, check out your email– when finished - turn 
off!
• Check out the lighting at home. Go for LED-lighting.
• Get rid of standby. By cleaning your house systematic 
you can reduce your electricity bills dramatically.
• Let the laundry dry outdoors
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BELGIUM: 2nd winner

These are some of the tips they used:
• If you set your room thermostat right, you can save up to 15% energy
• Put your room thermostat 1 degree lower
• A shower uses half of a bath
• Stand-by use you recognise by the red lights en the clocks…. On your television set, video, 
stereo,…
• A light bulb off 60 watt that burns an average of 3 hours a day, replaced by a saving lamp off 
12 watt saves up to € 9,5

This is the top ranking in Flanders:
Velle    Temse - 37.6%
Roth weer in de weer  Lubbeek - 35.14%
Diepstraat2008   Hasselt  - 33.65%
Pikdoenker en IJskoud  Wuustwezel - 30.27%
HouthulstAnwterpen   Merksem - 29.83%
roderok opnieuw   Hasselt  - 29.79%

In the city of Antwerp, the local climate debate was organized at the start of a climate action 
plan process. The ideas that came out of this local climate debate seemed very strong to the 
organizing department that from that moment on, the public was considered as a strong part-
ner and crucial in the planning process. This process is now resulting in a real action plan that 
will be submitted to the Covenant of Mayor’s office in June. 
After the debate in the province of Limburg, the councilor engaged himself to consider some 
ideas that were raised in the provincial climate debate: a ’eat less meat’ campaign was consi-
dered useful together with the idea of charging points for electrical cars. 
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BULGARIA: 3rd winner

The Bulgarian winning neighbour-
hood is “Zagorka”. They “scored” 
35,49 % energy savings (10 224 
kWh and 6,98 t CO2 emissions). 
The participants in it are teachers 
who participated in a previous 
European project – “Active Lear-
ning”.  After teaching the children 
how to save energy the teachers 
found out that actually they were 
the ones who were wasting energy 
and found it really interesting to try 
to save, to reduce their energy bills. 
The energy master of the group, 
Gergana Gancheva, was also a tea-
cher. With the punctuality that only 
a teacher can have, she guided her 
colleagues through the competition 
and to the victory! 
The participants were surprised to 
know how much money the stand 
by cost them. They now are using 
only energy efficient light bulbs and 
are trying to buy energy efficient 
appliances. 

“Zagorka” have beaten the energy 
myths. They showed themselves 
and their colleagues and friends 
that for saving energy it is not ne-
cessary to loose your comfort. The 
big change starts with small steps 
and they’ve made their first step. 
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FRANCE

The winner group comes from Lor-
nay, it is the group of families with 

lot of children: one family has 11 
children, the other 5 and another 
3! They were very motivated by the 
group effect and get to know from 
each other a lot. They have learnt 
more than they thought and are 
very happy also with the savings 
made in their budget! 
• Weekly tips used and reading me-
ters: 
-Switch off the light when not in the 
room (and children were very good 
on this one!)
-Lower the heating of 1 or 2 degree 
and put some leathers on!
-Close the curtains or external sto-
res. 
-switch off the standby of their 
appliances
• National ranking
1rst position at national ranking 
with 24, 5 % of energy savings
 • Some results after Local Climate 
Debate
A political decision was made to 
switch off the public lightening after 
23 pm until 5 in the morning.

Here: 4 of the families of Lorna
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ITALY

The overall best regional perfor-
mance in terms of energy saving 
percentage was scored by one of 
the 3 neighbourhoods of Mirando-
la “Mirandola Gruppo 2” with 22, 
86%. The eight- family group was 
led by Elisa Golinelli as energy mas-
ter. When interviewed, Elisa decla-
red “most of the measures were 
well-known things. But we never 
managed to implement them in an 
organic way: before the competi-
tion we had one switchable multi-
socket at home … now we have 
four of them! 
Here below the national ranking: 

Today we have a core of active fa-
milies ready to bet again, involve 
more friends and neighbours. The 
climate debates have been a useful 
tool to promote a stronger commu-
nication between citizens and local 
governments about climate issues; 
sometimes they were an opportu-
nity for obtaining systematic infor-
mation about incentives and pro-

Energy Neighbourhood Final Energy Savings % kg CO2 saved
Mirandola Gruppo 2 -22,86 -5679
Via Vivaldi -14,69 -3979
Gas Formigine -14,66 -11728
Ecovolontari Castelnuovo -14,38 -2563
RAVARINO 8% -7,81 -4262
Gas Nonantola -5,98 -3836
Pochi ma buoni -3,36 420
Mirandola Gruppo 1 -3,21 -1626
Mirandola Gruppo 3 -1,86 -989
Du' tri ot -0,61 -1181
Gruppo Finale Emilia 0,00 0

via boves 0,00 0

via Franchetti 0,00 0

villa scandellara 0,00 0

RPC* 11,26 157
San Lorenzo - Castelnuovo 1,11 -1066
I bravi di Calderara 14,42 3880

The procedure of the weekly meter readings, the use of the 
online saving calculator and the thrill of the bet gave us the 
awareness. One family decided to feed the washing machi-
ne directly with boiler-heated water, which has lower primary 
energy consumption! 

cedures related to refurbishment, 
installation of renewable energy 
high-efficiency systems and energy 
certification procedures.
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SPAIN

The winning group was “Energia 
amb Seny”, from l’Alcúdia. The 
group was formed by 9 persons. 
Most of the members of the group 
were work mates. The energy mas-
ter was a very enthusiastic person 
who knew how to keep the group 
motivated. When asking the group 
they said that the main reason to 
join the bet was that they were wi-

lling to reduce the costs of energy 
at home as well as to know their 
actual energy consumption. They 
were also interested in learning 
energy saving tips. Some of the 
more effective saving measures put 
into practice were turning off the 
heater one hour and a half in the 
morning, changing bulbs for effi-
cient ones and turning off the DVD 
and TV stand-by. By implementing 
these and other measures “Ener-
gia amb Seny” has achieved a final 
energy saving of 20, 47% and a 
reduction in CO2 emissions of 18, 
83% what means 11.565 kWh not 
consumed and 4.547 kg of CO2 
saved. In the national ranking, the 
group is in the 6th position.
Within the project local climate de-
bates have been organized. These 
debates have been a platform to 
exchange information about energy 
saving and energy efficiency. The 
Local Agenda 21 already set up in 
the involved municipalities give us 
the perfect scenario to start with 
the Local Climate Debates.
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GERMANY

In Germany, each city awarded their local winning team the neighbourhoods with the most 
savings from one town. 

There are the results obtained by the Neoighbourhoods participating:
• Wuppertal: BVV 18% energy saved
• Münster: Habichthöhe: 13% energy saved
• Düsseldorf: Das macht Spass: 14% energy saved

At least two participants from each group of each city were invited to the European Prize Gala 
in Brussels.  The winning groups were happy to achieve such high savings. It were the simple 
measures , such as using energy saving light bulbs, avoiding stand-by looses and paying atten-
tion to the right ventilation that made the difference.adhuidesinat in sili ipiemni poerbitis, neme 
hus, ortus cum mena, nonsid prarbit.
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UNITED KINGDOM

Wotton Energy Watch, the UK win-
ning team, managed a combined 
saving of 17.22%, however, there 

were individual households within 
this neighbourhood who were ma-
naging savings of over 40%.  The 
energy master for this neighbour-
hood was a particularly dedicated 
individual who really gave his neigh-
bourhood an enormous amount of 
support and encouragement.  He 
visited each of the households and 
helped them apply the weekly tips 
that they were all sent.  On one 
such visit he discovered a house-
hold had two appliances that were 
switched off at the unit but on at the 
wall and were still consuming 20W.  
He calculated that these alone were 
costing the family £75 a year.  The 
Wotton team was the Parents and 
Teachers Association of the local 
primary school.  The learning and 
experience gained by this group 
during the Energy Neighbourho-
ods project has led to the school 
installing its own PV panels and 
wind turbine and applying the ener-
gy saving tips throughout everyday 
school practices and the education 
of the children. 
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IRELAND

In each town 500 euro was awarded to the best neighbourhood, while the second and third 
place neighbourhoods got euro 300 and 200 respectively. Four neighbourhoods saved over 8% 
of their energy and they were St. Ailbhe’s secondary school who were first, Cluain Glas from 
Thurles who were second, Monastery National School from Tipperary town who were third and 
Our Lady of Mercy National School from Cahir who were fourth.



energy neighbourhoodEuropean Award Ceremony16

CONCLUSIONS
The project Energy Neighborhoods has proven that 
everybody can save energy and that often small chan-
ges in the behavior really made the difference.  Measu-
res as switching of the light when leaving a room, ad-
justing the room temperature of avoiding stand-by were 
the determining factors for the energy savings achieved 
by almost 6000 households throughout Europe, partici-
pating in the project.

And the results are respectable:
9.150.000 kWh saved --- 3320 t CO2 saved --- 10% 
average energy saving

It was the different elements of the project that made it 
successful:

- The commitment and the dedication of the energy 
masters, which guided their groups: They kept their 
teams together, provided energy saving tips and kept 
up the motivation to save energy. The energy masters 
were really the key to a successful campaign.

Participants of Competition
European Project

« Energy Neighbourhood »
9 October 2009

EIE/07/106/512.466856

Intellig ent Energy E urope

www.energyneighbourhoods.e u
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- The social aspect of the campaign. Everybody can 
save energy on its own, but is has been proven that 
saving in a group is more fun, is working as an incentive 
and is in the long run more sustainable.

- The constant input and activities that were provided 
by the national coordinators and the participating cities: 
energy saving parties, information events, energy sa-
ving posts and energy audits were important to provide 
the right information on energy saving possibilities, but 
also kept up the competition between the participants 
and worked as motivating elements throughout the 
campaign.

- Energy measuring and online tool: The weekly meter 
readings that were carried out by the participants con-
nected the household’s members to their energy use 
and ensured that the actual abstract figures and energy 
units could be related with the real energy use of the 
people. Entering these data into the online and instantly 
receiving a feedback about the savings achieved fur-
thermore contributed to the positive effect of making 
the use of energy more concrete.

- And last but not least the media response: The project 
and its results were very well received from the media. 
TV-Interviews with participants and Press articles trans-
formed some of the participants to local media stars 
and furthermore ensured that the project and its ideas 
were disseminated to a broader audience.

The concept of a bet, as well as a competition had for 
running the competition very well. The important group 
of households that are often not easy to engage in con-
crete climate protection measures could be reached, 
the demand for energy saving tips could be increased 
by setting up a competition and the gap between the 
knowledge about how to save energy and acting could 
be closed. Energy Neighborhoods stimulated a process 
on energy awareness and changing behavior and routi-
ne in the daily life of the participants.



TERRITORIO – ENERGIA - AMBIENTE
e TERRITORIO ENERGIA AMBIENTE 
Programmazione, pianificazione 
gestione progetti


